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CONFIDENTIAL USUN NEW YORK 01983 
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TAGS: MOPS, PDEU, XI, FR 

SUBJECT: THE WESTERN SAHARA CONFLICT: FRENCH MISSION 
COMMENTS 

1 . DURING A LUNCHEON CONVERSATION ON ANOTHER SUBJECT, 

FRENCH MISSION COUNSELLOR GARRIGUE-GUYONNAUD RAISED THE 
PROSPECTS FOR DEVELOPMENT OF THE WESTERN SAHARA PROBLEM. 

HE SAID HIS GOVERNMENT IS UNCERTAIN AS TO THE BEST 

WAY TO MANEUVER THIS PROBLEM TOWARD ANY KIND OF SOLUTION. 

FRENCH MILITARY INVOLVEMENT HAS BEEN RESTRICTED TO AIR 
SUPPORT FLOWN WITHIN NAURITANIAN TERRITORY. GARRIGUE- 
GUYONNAUD SAID THE CURRENT PARIS CALCULATION IS THAT 
LITTLE FURTHER CAN BE ACCOMPLISHED ON THIS PROBLEM UNTIL 
THE OAU SUMMIT SCHEDULED FOR KHARTOUM IN JULY. FRANCE 
EXPECTS THAT THIS PROBLEM WILL BE DISCUSSED, WITH THE 
LIKELY RESULT THAT THE AFRICANS WILL ONCE AGAIN ATTEMPT 
TO FORESTALL ANY DIVISIVE DECISION. FRANCE EXPECTS THAT 
THE BEST WE CAN HOPE FOR THIS YEAR IS ANOTHER POSTPONE- 
MENT OF A UN CONFRONTATION OVER THIS PROBLEM. 
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2. GARRIGUE-GUYONNAUD SAID HIS MINISTRY HAS NOT COME UP 
WITH A PERSUASIVE COURSE OF ACTION TO RECOMMEND EITHER 
TO ITS ALLIES OR THE PARTIES TO THE CONFLICT. HE 
MENTIONED THAT IN THEIR INTERNAL CONSIDERATION OF POSSIBLE 
OPTIONS, HOWEVER, HIS MINISTER HAD SUGGESTED THE 
POSSIBILITY OF A PLEBESCITE ON THE PATTERN OF THE 
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SPANISH PLEBISCITE, CONDUCTED WITH UN MONITORING PARTICI- 
PATION. HE ACKNOWLEDGED THAT FRANCE HAS PROBLEMS OF 
PRINCIPLE NO MATTER WHICH WAY THEY TURN IN CONSIDERING 
THIS PROBLEM. MCHENRY 


CONFIDENTIAL 


NNN 


Sheryl P. Walter Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 20 Mar 2014 



Sheryl P. Walter Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 20 Mar 2014 


Message Attributes 


Automatic Decaptioning: X 

Capture Date: 01 jan 1994 

Channel Indicators: n/a 

Current Classification: UNCLASSIFIED 

Concepts: POLICIES, POLITICAL SETTLEMENT 

Control Number: n/a 

Copy: SINGLE 

Draft Date: 17 may 1978 

Decaption Date: 01 jan 1960 

Decaption Note: 

Disposition Action: RELEASED 
Disposition Approved on Date: 

Disposition Case Number: n/a 
Disposition Comment: 25 YEAR REVIEW 
Disposition Date: 20 Mar 2014 
Disposition Event: 

Disposition History: n/a 
Disposition Reason: 

Disposition Remarks: 

Document Number: 1978USUNN01983 

Document Source: CORE 

Document Unique ID: 00 

Drafter: n/a 

Enclosure: n/a 

Executive Order: GS 

Errors: N/A 

Expiration: 

Film Number: D780207-0179 
Format: TEL 

From: USUN NEW YORK 

Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Image Path: 

ISecure: 1 

Legacy Key: Iink1978/newtext/t19780547/aaaabnvx.tel 

Line Count: 66 
Litigation Code IDs: 

Litigation Codes: 

Litigation History: 

Locator: TEXT ON-LINE, ON MICROFILM 
Message ID: 87dd309b-c288-dd1 1-92da-001cc4696bcc 
Office: ACTION 10 

Original Classification: CONFIDENTIAL 
Original Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Original Previous Classification: n/a 
Original Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Page Count: 2 

Previous Channel Indicators: n/a 
Previous Classification: CONFIDENTIAL 
Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Reference: n/a 
Retention: 0 

Review Action: RELEASED, APPROVED 
Review Content Flags: 

Review Date: 27 apr 2005 
Review Event: 

Review Exemptions: n/a 
Review Media Identifier: 

Review Release Date: n/a 
Review Release Event: n/a 
Review Transfer Date: 

Review Withdrawn Fields: n/a 
SAS ID: 2657819 
Secure: OPEN 
Status: NATIVE 

Subject: THE WESTERN SAHARA CONFLICT: FRENCH MISSION COMMENTS 
TAGS: MOPS, PDEV, XI, Wl, FR 
To: STATE 
Type: TE 

vdkvgwkey: odbc://SAS/SAS.dbo.SAS_Docs/87dd309b-c288-dd11-92da-001cc4696bcc 
Review Markings: 

Sheryl P. Walter 
Declassified/Released 
US Department of State 
EO Systematic Review 
20 Mar 2014 

Markings: Sheryl P. Walter Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 20 Mar 2014 


Sheryl P. Walter Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 20 Mar 2014 



